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Tue decided preference given to American improvements in 
surgery at the late Paris Exposition, is a most gratifying proof 
of the progress of medical science in this country. 

This official recognition of the superior excellence of these 
productions of American genius over corresponding European 
contributions, though obtained by individuals, must, neverthe- 
less, be looked upon as an honor to the medical profession in 
America, as a whole, and is an event which should awaken a 
feeling of pride in the heart of every member of it; for we 
have long been accustomed to look abroad for all scientific 
excellence, and especially in all things pertaining to medicine 
and surgery; and this triumph of American over European 
ideas is the more satisfactory when we remember that it was 
gained on European ground, and that the judges in this great 
international contest were Europeans. 
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In the important departments of the healing art, more 
especially, were American physicians the successful competi. 
tors; viz., in military surgery, and in orthopsedic surgery, 

The American Sanitary collection of Dr. Evans, comprising 
every thing which can contribute to the physical welfare of 
the soldier, whether in camp or on the march, on the field or 
in the hospital, elicited unqualified admiration and praise; 
and all these improvements have been unanimously adopted 
by the European powers. 

Space will hardly permit here an examination of the articles 
included in this collection; but the * Howard Ambulance” 
was, on account of its very superior merits, looked upon with 
special favor, and having been awarded a silver medal, de. 
serves-particular mention. The whole collection received the 
highest prize of a gold medal. 

In a communication which appeared in a late number of 
the JournaL, (Oct., 1867,) I observed that the most useful 
discoveries and important practical suggestions regarding the 
management of deformities, had been made by American 
physicians. The names of Drs. H. G. Davis, L. A. Sayre, 
and C. F. Taylor, all of New York, are as “ familiar as house- 
hold words” in the history of the progress of this important 
department of surgery in this country, and each of them have 
furnished valuable additions to its literature. 

By referring to the official report of the Imperial Commis- 
sion, appointed to examine surgical instruments and appara 
tus, a partial translation of which is given below, it will be 
seen that to Dr. Taylor is given the honor of having exhibited 
the only improvements in apparatus for the treatment of defor- 
mities. 

The report reads as follows: 

“In orthopedy (that branch of surgery relating to the 
treatment of deformities), there is nothing new in the Expos- 
tion, except the collection of apparatus of Dr. C. 7. Taylor, 
of New York. Of these apparatuses, some are intended to 
correct vertebral deviations consequent upon Pott’s disease, 
or angular curvature of the spine, and others for lateral curv- 
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ature; others, too, are for the cure of muscular paralysis of 
childhood, by means of localized movements. Dr. Taylor has 
on exhibition models of extremely ingenious apparatus, which 
promote the development of certain muscles or groups of mus- 
cles by means of local exercise. 

“The spinal apparatus of Dr. Taylor is remarkable, and 
differs entirely from analogous apparatus in the Exposition.” 

At a meeting of the Academy of Medicine, of Paris, held 
subsequent to the close of the Exposition, the attention of its 
members, was called tu the appliances by M. Bouvier, “ one 
of the most competent French surgeons,” whose observations 
on their merits and the advantages to be derived by the pa- 
tient from their employment, were embodied in the report of 
the commission. 

Having employed most of the apparatuses in my own prac- 
tice, I can speak in the highest terms of their genuine practi- 
cal utility ; and presuming that a description of some of them 
may not prove uninteresting to the readers of the Journat, 
the limits of a single article not sufficing for a representation 
of the whole, I have selected those for spinal curvatures and 
morbus coxarius, as possessing unusual interest for the gen- 
eral practitioner, whose attention is not unfrequently called to 
those maladies of most common occurrence in the practice of 
the orthopeedic surgeon. 

Before describing the several instruments, it will be neces- 
sary to consider, very briefly, the pathology of the diseases to 
which they are applicable, and the indications for their em- 
ployment. 

In this disease, “ Pathological Anatomy shows us an inter- 
vertebral cartilage in a condition of congestion or softening, 
yielding to the pressure from above; the body of an inflamed 
or ulcerated vertebra crumbling anteriorly under the superim- 
posed weight of the head, trunk, and upper extremities, and 
thus producing a posterior projection of the spinal column.”* 

The indications in this disease, I conceive to be: 


* Contributions to the Pathology, Diagnosis and Treatment of me or 


Curvature of the Spine. By Beng. Lez, M.D. Philadelphia, 1867. 62, 
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To afford to the vertebral column effectual relief from pres. 
sure at the diseased point. 

To secure the bodies of the affected vertebra against the 
irritation arising from motion and concussion, while the pa. 
tient maintains the erect attitude. 

To assist the vertebral column to regain the true spinal 
tone; and 

To rectify all constitutional disturbances. 

As these constitutional disturbances are, in a very large 
majority of cases, directly dependent upon the diseased con- 
dition of the spine, and the deformity consequent thereupon, 
it is natural to infer that they will be relieved if the indica. 
tions previously mentioned are fully answered ; and experience 
proves this inference to be correct. 

It becomes, important, then, to inquire how these indica- 
tions may be most satisfactorily fulfilled. 
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Figs. 1 and 2 represent a front and back view of an appar- 
atus for the treatment of angular curvature cf the spice. 

In my own practice, I have never found any means so effec- 
tual as the apparatus shown in the above cut, which consists 
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of a broad, well-padded band, which embraces the trunk low 
down. From this hip-band, two steel uprights pass up the 
back on either side the spine, and these are attached at the 
top toa double-T-shaped crosspiece. Opposite the point of 
disease are two broad plates, which are attached to the up- 
rights by stop-hinges ; and outside of these, above and below, 
are little screws, which pass through the upright and rest upon 
’ the pad-plate. 

A pair of shoulder-straps, made of firm soft webbing, and 
padded; a broad apron, nearly covering the anterior portion 
of the trank; and a pair of pads, which are fastened to the 
instrument opposite the seat of disease —the point of which 
a fuleram is made — complete the apparatus. 

The ends of the cross-piece at the top, to which the shoul- 
der-straps are fastened, are spread far apart, the upper one 
resting just below the slope of the shoulder, and the lower 
reaching a point on a level with the axilla. 

The object of this arrangement is that the straps may pass 
directly forward and around the arms, thus preventing the 
loss of any force by diagonal action, and also entirely obvia- 
ting any painful and injurious ligaturing of the arms. 

The chief peculiarity of this instrument is the arrangement 
of hinges by which the pad-plates are attached to the uprights, 
and the little screws passing through the latter above and 
below the hinges, and working against the pad-plate. 

By turning in the screws, the hinges are opened, and the 
amount of sustaining force increased to any desirable extent. 

The hinges, by their position, absolutely prevent motion 
forward, but are “free to bend backward,” thereby making 
special provision for the exercise and development of the spi- 
nal muscles. These organs are thus made accessory to the 
apparatus in straightening the curved spine; for the “spinal 
muscles, by alternate action and rest, actually alternate with 
the instrument in sustaining the weight of the body and over- 
coming the curvature.” * 


* The Mechanical Treatment of Angular Curvatures. By Charles Fay- 
ette Taylor, M.D. New York, 1864. P. 26. 
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It will be seen that the action of this apparatus is directly 
backward at the hips and shoulders, and directly forward at 
the point of disease; and that, therefore, no force is lost, but 
it is all exerted in a direction tending to straighten the spine, 

The limits of this article will not allow — even were science 
to be promoted thereby —a full consideration of the theories, 
more or less plausible, which have been advanced, from time 
to time, regarding the pathology of lateral curvature of the 
spine.* Incipient cases, which alone could disclose the true 
pathological condition of the textures involved, can very rarely 
be obtained for examination ; and advanced cases, when oppor- 
tunity is afforded for examining them, reveal results merely, 
without yielding any evidence respecting causes. 

When the truth is thus involved in obscurity, we can only 
rely upon such facts and deductions as may be established by 
extended and multiplied observation ; and these seem to indi- 
cate that in these cases the spinal column is mechanically, not 
pathologically, affected — that none of the tissues of the spine 
itself are actually diseased. 

The vertebral column is exceedingly flexible; and its mus 
cles failing, by reason of undue weakness, to give it adequate 
support, it consequently bends; and this tendency to devia- 
tion is constantly increased by the superincumbent weight, 
which, if continued long enough, produces permanent devia- 
tion of the column. 

The apparent cause, then, of this distortion is weakness of 
the spinal muscles. But the organs can hardly be considered 
in a pathological condition merely because they are suffering 
from a certain degree of debility. There must be some reascn 
for this weakened condition of the muscles, and this will also 
be found to be the veal cause of the deformity. 

Dr. Taylor, in a paper read before the New York County 
Medical Society, at its stated meeting, May 7th, 1866, and 
entitled “The Initial Cause of Lateral Curvature of the 

* Reference is not made here to those cases of lateral curvature—com- 
paratively few in number—caused by rachitis, paralysis, reflex spasmodic 


contraction of the muscles, and unequal length or distortions of the lower 
extremities. 
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Spine,” observes : *“ This form of curvature we are now con- 
sidering, often occurs where there is every evidence of active 
nutrition and growth.” * 

We have seen that none of the tissues involved in the 
organization of the spine itself are diseased; neither does it 
appear that the muscles whose duty it is to support the spine 
in its erect position, have suffered any pathological change. 

Where, then, shall we look for the cause of this deformity ? 

In reference to this, the writer above quoted says: “To one 
source only, then, can be traced the initial cause of lateral 
curvature —the nervous system. The muscles fail to give 
support to the column, from deficient innervation.” t+ 

This conclusion is amply supported by the facts connected 
with these cases: to wit, the age at which the curvature gen- 
erally begins; the immense expenditure of nervous force to 
which the patient is subjected at this period of most rapid 
growth and development, when all the energies of the system 
are required to fit her for the duties and functions of woman- 
hood, but which are too lavishly expended in the cultivation 
of the mind, and the attainment of the polite accomplishments, 
thus entirely subordinating the physical to the mental organi- 
zation, and straining the brain and nervous system to their 
utmost tension, at a time when the patient has little nervous 
force to spare. 

This view finds additional support in the happy results of 
treatment in many incipient cases, in which the directions 
have been simply to remove the patient from school, have her 
lie down much of the time, carefully avoid all mental labor 
and excitement, and, in fine, do nothing but grow. 

If the foregoing deductions are true, the indications are 
plain. They are:— 

To protect the patient from waste of nervous force. 

To overcome the manifest debility of the spinal muscles. 

To relieve the lateral portions of the spinal column from 
pressure. 


* N. Y. Med. Record, Vol. 1, No. 7, p. 165. + Ibid. 
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We find our means of fulfilling these indications in entire 
rest from mental activity, in “localized movements,” in me 
chanical appliances. 

The first of these measures must be absolutely insisted upon 
in all cases. There must be an entire interruption to mentgl 
labor, and excitement of all kinds must be avoided. 

“Localized movements” can not well be dispensed with in 
the treatment of this form of curvature, their use being two. 
fold: to strengthen the muscles, and to relieve the deformity, 

In incipient cases, the means above indicated will generally 
be found sufficient for the cure; but in cases more advanced, 
mechanical support is often necessary. 


Fig, 3. 


An instrument to be efficient in reducing lateral curvature, 
must be constructed with the view of exerting lateral pressure, 
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and, when necessary, counter-pressure ; care being taken that 
we do not prevent or hinder necessary muscular exercise, and 
thereby hasten the progress of the deformity which we are 
endeavoring to relieve, by increasing the muscular weakness 
upon which the deformity in so great a degree depends. 

In Fig. 3 is shown an apparatus which possesses the above- 
mentioned qualities in an eminent degree. 

It consists of a hip-band, a, extending three-fourths the dis- 
tance around the hips, the ends being attached by a padded 
leather strap. Attached to the hip-band is an upright, 6, which 
js curved so as to pass upward and backward out of the way, 
and ends in a broad plate, c, which is made to fit the side of 
the trunk, and also to exert some pressure upon the prominent 
shoulder-blade. If there should be a second curve to the left, 
in the lumbar region, the plate, d, may be used to embrace 
the floating ribs on that side. The most important part of the 
instrument remains yet to be mentioned. This is the perineal 
band, e. It will be seen that by means of this strap, the 
amount of lateral force brought to bear upon the convexity of 
the curve is increased or diminished. / is a strap made to 
pass over the right ilium, and is found useful in maintaining 
the hip-band in its place. 

It is apparent that this apparatus does not interfere with 
any bodily motion, or, at least, only with such as it is abso- 
lutely necessary to antagonize in order that the deformity may 
be overcome, while the arms are entirely free. 

Fig. 4 exhibits an apparatus for producing counter-extension 
in hip-joint disease s— admitting also of locomotion, and rota- 
tion of the limb, without interfering with the efficient action 
of the instrument. (See p. 228.) 

With Dr. H. G. Davis, of New York, originated the idea 
of counter-extension with locomotion in this disease. 

In several important particulars, however, the instrument 
proposed and used by him in healing this malady was far from 
perfect. The thigh was ligatured by the perineal band, both 
ends of which were attached to the same point on the shaft of 
the instrument ; and he also employed “elastic extension.” 
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Dr. Taylor observed these faults, and proposed to remedy 
them by means of a cross-piece and joint at the pelvic end of 


the apparatus, and by using unyielding force in place of elas. 
tic extension. 


Fig, 4. 
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This was a great advance towards perfection, but there was oth 
still wanting one element to make the instrument complete. 
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The sole object of counter-extension is to destroy the tonicity 
of the flexors, abductors and addnuctors of the thigh, and thus 
relieve the pressure upon the surface of the joint. 

If this object be perfectly accomplished, the joint will be 
preserved from shock and pressure, and the patient can have 
the advantage of fresh air and exercise, as under these circum- 
stances locomotion is not only free from danger, but is emi- 
nently advantageous. 

Dr. Taylor’s first modification of Davis’ splint, though a 
great improvement upon the latter, was still imperfect in this 
respect: that the adductors, the muscles most influenced by 
contractions, were not perfectly antagonized; and on account 
of this inability of the instrument to extend these muscles to 
a sufficient degree to overcome this tonicity, apparent shorten- 
ing of the limb would necessarily occur. 

This object (perfect antagonism of adductors), so desirable, 
and, in fact, absolutely essential to a complete recovery in 
these cases, is fully accomplished by the apparatus shown in 
the cut. 

Here, it will be seen, the cross-piece at the pelvic end of the 
instrument is converted into a hip-band, which embraces the 
hips for about three-fourths of their cireumference, and is ter- 
minated by a leather strap, covered with a removable pad to 
guard against ‘pressure and abrasion. Attached to the hip- 
band, in such a manner as to admit of flexion and abduction, 
is the shaft, which passes down the outer side of the leg, and 
at the external malleolus is inserted into the foot-piece, which 
will be described more particularly hereafter. 

It will be noticed that in this appliance, two perineal bands 
are used. The advantage of this arrangement is two-fold. 
Ist, By tightening the opposite strap, the thigh is very strongly 
abducted, and thus we act directly on the adductor muscles. 
2nd, The danger of abrasion of the skin in the perineum is 
diminished in a great degree; and if it should become sore, 
one strap can be loosened, or removed altogether, if necessary, 
and the action of the instrament kept up temporarily by the 
other. Abduction will always be rendered more certain, by 
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having a small thumb-screw passing through the upper end of 
the shaft, and working upon a steel plate on the hip-band, 
the shaft of the splint, opposite the knee, is a bent wire, whic 
serves as a point of attachment for a knee-cap, or pad, not 
represented in the engraving. 

The lower end of the shaft is received in the foot-piece, and 
is held in place by the screws, the upper one clamping a shal. 
low depression roughened at the bottom, and the lower fitting 
loosely in a deep groove in the end of the shaft. The foot. 
piece is riveted to the sole of the shoe, and contains two slits, 
one on each side of the foot, through which passes a piece of 
webbing, by which the outside adhesive strap is terminated, 
and which is fastened to the inner strap, terminating ina 
buckle. 

As the action of the instrument must be exerted unremit. 
tingly, it is necessary to have two foot-pieces exactly alike, 
one attached to the shoe for day use, and the other to a slipper 
to be worn at night. 

Extension is made by means of the key which fits a ratchet 
on the shaft, and after being extended to such a degree as is 
required to make the patient comfortable, it is fastened by the 
slide. 

After the adhesive straps are applied, as represented in the 
figure, the limb is bandaged from the ankle to the hip. 


In presenting these appliances to the notice of the profes- 
sion, it has not been my intention to convey the idea that they 
will, in the exact form here represented, answer for all cases. 

Our remedies must always be the embodiment of our ideas 
of the special requirements of the particular case which is 
before us. Routinism in the practice of any department of 
medicine, can not be too severely reprehended. 

All the instruments which have been described are capable 
of unlimited modification, and they must be used discreetly, 
intelligently, and, above all, efficiently, if we expect to gail 
the best results. 
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SELECTION FROM SURGICAL NOTES. 


BY PROF. GUNN. 


Case of Excision of Testis, Resection of Humeral Head, 
and Extirpation of Clavicle.—In the autumn of 1852, I was 
consulted by X. Y. Z., on account of an enlargement of one 
of his testicles, which he attributed to a syphilitic taint 
acquired the year previous, while sojourning in Paris. The 
organ was enlarged to twice its natural size, and was rather 
firmer in texture than its fellow, painless, without preternatu- 
ral sensitiveness, and inconvenient only from its increased 
weight. It had undergone the usual treatment by strapping, 
while mercurials had been duly administered. I put the 
patient upon the liberal use of Jodine, both topical and consti- 
tutional. I saw the patient only occasionally during the next 
eighteen months, during which time the treatment had been 
but imperfectly carried out; the disease had slowly but stead- 
ily increased ; his general health had suffered seriously ; and 
my own fears were that the disease was of malignant charac- 
ter. I recommended the removal of the organ; and after 
making the operation, I put the patient once more upon 
lodine, on the original idea of the disease — though my fears 
pointed to a more serious view of the case. Under this treat- 
ment, he rapidly regained his health, which he retained until 
during the winter of 1856, when prolonged exposure to a 
fierce prairie wind was the exciting cause of violent inflamma- 
tion and subsequent caries of the left humeral head. 

He did not come again under my care until the autumn of 
1857, when I resected the diseased portion of the humerus, 
disarticulating the head of the bone. After the operation, I 
again put him upon Jodine. The wound healed kindly, and 
his health, which, previous to the operation, had suffered 
severely, was again rapidly regained. 

The patient was cautioned against such exposure as had 
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operated to produce the last development, and instructed as tj 
prompt treatment in case of any manifestation of the diseas. 
Notwithstanding these instructions, he again, in the winter of 
1858-9, exposed himself to a fierce and prolonged Wind, 
became thoroughly chilled, and caries of the external extrey. 
ity of the left clavicle was the result. In October following, 
I resected the diseased end; but the disease progressed, and 
in March, 1860, I oxticpeted the whole bone. In making the 
operation, I was able to save most of the periosteum, which 
has reproduced a somewhat irregular, though firm and servic. 
able bone. After the operation, Jodine was again used; and 
the patient, as on previous occasions, completely regained his 
flesh, strength and color. During the last attack, he wa 
greatly reduced, and Jodide of tron was freely used. Since 
then, the occasional use of Blanchard’s pill of Jodide of iron 
has been necessary — the patient recognizing the indications 
and resorting to its use without advice. Under this treatment, 
he has been enabled to preserve an even, robust condition. 
The extremity which has lost the humeral head and the whole 
clavicle, is a very serviceable member. In fact, it is but sel 
dom that the loss would be indicated by the imperfection of 
his movements. 





Sponeiose.— The introduction of prepared sponge into 
common use, in the construction of mattrasses, cushions, ete., 
it is to be hoped will go far toward counteracting the deplor- 
ble effects of certain practices, which, according to Prof. 1. 
R. Storer, threatens the future magnitude of the census. 
Athenzus says it was the ancient practice to put sponges into 
beds, as incentives to venery. Paulus Aigineta mentions it 
among the list of aphrodisiacs. The vulgar saying, “ Poor 
men for children,” has in it the germ of a profound physiolo- 
gical truth. Infertility is one of the penalties of luxurious 
living, and absence of children among the wealthy and fash- 
ionable, is by no means an evidence of criminal methods of 
prevention. 
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PHILADELPHIA CORRESPONDENCE. 


Purvapevpuia, Penn., March 2nd, 1868. 
Chicago Medical Journal: ¢ 

W. M., age 42 years, blacksmith, presented himself with a 
large tumor at the bend of the right elbow, measuring about 
— inches in length and the same in breadth, complaining of a 
dull heavy pain and numbness in the limb. This tumor was 
of nearly one year’s growth. Ten days before its first appear- 
ance, he was kicked by a mule. The tumor was elastic, and 
harder at some points than at others. Preternatural redness 
and heat. There was a pulsation, which was referable to the 
displaced brachial artery. Patient was etherized, and an 
incision made, which revealed the hematoid variety of enceph- 
aloid tumor. The arm was amputated at shoulder joint. In 
four weeks, the patient was discharged, cured. 

Today closes the college for one month; and during the 
session just ended, we have had a large number of inter- 
esting cases for operation and treatment. I propose in this 
letter to give you a brief resumé of the surgical clinic, as it, 
like all others, presents valuable and interesting data. There 
have applied for surgical aid, sia hundred and forty-one per- 
sos. Among this large number, let me enumerate the fol- 
lowing: Amputations, five, consisting of one at the shoulder 
joint, for an encephaloid tumor, involving the elbow joint, 
one just above the knee, for inflammation of that joint, two 
of the index and one of the ring fingers ; eight abscesses, acute 
and chronic, in various regions of the body ; two cases of per- 
manent anchylosis of the knee, and one of forefinger; two 
cases of cystitis; one of organic stricture of the urethra; two 
cases of hydrocele; two of varicocele; five cases of Potts’ 
disease of the spine; atrophy of arm, from wound in hand; 
atrophy of leg, from wound of ankle; two cases of Barton’s 
fracture; one fractured fibula; in another case, the fibula was 
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intentionally broken, and the tendo-Achilles cut, to correc 
the deformity resulting from injury to ankle ; intentional fry. 
ture was made of the olecranon, to place the forearm at right 
angles with the arm, in case of dislocation of three monthy 
duration ; dislocation of head of humerus into axilla; disloc. 
tion of head of radius; one case of perineal section, for rup. 
ture of neck of bladder ; four cases of lithotomy, one on a boy 
four years of age, and one upon a man sixty-seven years old; 
two cases of necrosis of humerus, and one of necrosed tibia; 
a number of cases of syphilis, of all descriptions ; one case of 
fissure of hard palate; four cases of fissured upper lip; nev. 
ralgia of inferior dental nerve, cured by trephining inferior 
maxillary bone, and removing 1# inches of the nerve. There 
have been seven cases of club foot, representing the varieties 
of talipes varus, talipes vulgus, and talipes equinus; one case 
of phymosis; one of anal fistule; one of ligature of femoml 
artery, for the radical cure of popliteal aneurism ; two cases 
of sciatica ; three of coxalgia, chronic ulceration of leg, treated 
by scarification ; six cases of converging and diverging strabis 
mus; two ulcerations of cornea; three of cataract; one of con- 
genital blindness; one of deposit of lymph in anterior cham- 
ber of the eye; schirrus of mammary gland; cystic ditto; 
encephaloid ditto. Five fatty tumors were removed, from the 
size of fist to one ten pounds in weight; one immense fibroid 
tumor, from sacrum; one keloid, at base of ear ; five enceph- 
aloid tumors; three parotid ditto; three cystic ditto; one 
reducible scrotal hernia. In addition to these, there have 
been many others of more or less importance. In all thes 
cases, but two deaths have resulted ; one from the operation 
of lithotomy, and the other in the case of perineal secture. 
Both are interesting cases, and in my next I shall give yous 
full account of them, with the autopsy of each. 
Yours, E. K. Huronins. 
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CINCINNATI CORRESPONDENCE. 


Crvomnnati, March 5th, 1868. 
Chicago Medical Journal: 


The dearth pertaining to matters of medical interest here 
has been somewhat relieved by the annual commencements of 
our medical schools. Again has Young Physic gone forth in 
his might of sheep-skin, text-book, and, perchance, amputating 
case, to recruit the medical army. 

Y. P., like the ardent young soldier, will be sent to the 
front, to skirmish or do picket duty. May they imitate those 
progenitors who have never gone backward, but have ever 
stood to their colors ! 

The Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery — justly 
termed the “ Mother of Professors ” — had a graduating class 
of eleven. The valedictory was delivered by Prof. Vaughan, 
of the chair of chemistry. 

To the Faculty of this school has been added, during the 
past season, the names of Professors Carroll and Young. The 
former comes forward as a teacher of Diseases of Women and 
Children, after half a century’s experience as an intelligent 
and industrious practitioner. The latter, as Professor of Sur- 
gery, is entering a useful future. Educated in Medicine at 
Albany, under Dr. Swinburn, and during the whole period of 
the late war, as surgeon, a more than ordinary observer, he 
possesses more than usual ability. 

On the 22nd of February, the Miami Medical College grad- 
uated thirty. Prof. Chapman delivered the customary address. 
During the evening, the graduated class and numerous profes- 
0 friends were handsomely entertained by Prof. Menden- 

all. 

The exercise of the Ohio Medical College took place on the 
evening of March 2nd. Prof. P. S. Connor addressed the 
class, and was listened to with much interest. There were 


fifty-four graduates. A parting banquet was given by the 
Vol. XXV.—No. 7. 2 
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Faculty, at the St. Nicholas. The occasion was made partic. 
ticularly interesting by the presence of many of the friend 
of the school. 

Last night, the Ohio Dental College graduated nine sty. 
dents. 

The appearance of better times will doubtless add to the 
number of those who seek this point for medical education, 
The new hospital, which is being constructed on the Pavillion 
place, by the city, will be completed the coming summer; and 
as it will be of a first-class character, it will add to the attract. 
iveness of our city. 

There has been but little sickness here since the cholen 
disappeared (1866). Last fall and early winter, typhoid fever 
prevailed, principally among children and youths. This win. 
ter we have had an epidemic of measles, mild in character, 
Perhaps it would be well to include the fashionable complaink 
of typhoid fever and diphtheria, whose clinical history differ 


materially from those diseases enumerated in the nosology of 
anthors, under the same name. 

The two complaints above referred to, have become endemic 
here, and are never fatal; in fact, many persons suffer from 
repeated attacks of both, during the season. $6 





TWO CLINICAL CASES. 
BY TOM 0, EDWARDS, M.D., LANCASTER, OHIO. 


Professor : 

I was called two weeks since, by request of Dr. Dawson, 
physician in attendance, to see a Mrs. W., four miles from our 
city, aged 78 years. The Doctor could not visit her that day, 
and requested I should be sent for. I was prepared to sees 
case of stubbornness, and went armed. You know I have 
great faith in the therapeutic application or use of remedies 

The controlling indication, nausea and vomiting, had existed 
nearly a month, with slight remissions. The patient told me 
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for more than twenty years “she had had such spells; some- 
times the doctor could, and sometimes he could not, help her. 
This was the longest and hardest; and, for the first time in 
her life, she believed she would now die.” She was emacia- 
ted; had retained nothing on the stomach for two weeks, 
except one night mush and buttermilk, which was ejected 
unchanged in the morning. 

I remained with her all the afternoon; used all the appli- 
ances of the art, through the stomach, hyperdomic, per enema ; 
and finding all not available, indaced angsthesia, and directed 
its continuance. Met Dr. Lawson in the morning; then got 
such a history of suffering as I will not detail. During the 
night, three or four large discharges of an inodorous matter 
had passed the bowels, and the vessel emptied on the snow in 
the yard. We examined these, and found the “ prune juice ” 
so much talked of in scirrhous or cancerous stomach. Look- 
ing over the snow, we saw some fifty places on which the con- 
tents of the basins had been poured after vomiting, and all 
had the green color of bile; and the Doctor told me she never 
had vomited unless there was more or less of this green mat- 
ter with the ejections, and in his life he never saw a case char- 
acterized by this billiousness. He had gone the round, and 
found, if any thing had ever acted medicinally (and this he 
doubted), it was Sub. nit. of bismuthum. The case had given 
him much trouble, for more than five years. He had had 
various and conflicting opinions, at different times, of its path- 
ology; but at no time, such as were entirely satisfactory. He 
is not easily conquered; but in this case, confessed there was 
something neither his books nor his observation satisfied him 
of its cause or origin. 

I stated three or four large dejections occurred the night 
before, accompanied with large flatulent discharges. These 
produced subsidence of the abdominal walls; and then, for 
the first time, we found a tumor — that over or near the car- 
diac orifice; and then schirrus of cardiac orifice was diag- 
nosed. This, you know, is rare in such affections of stomach ; 
the tumor, in ninety per cent, is found in pyloric orifice. 
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That afternoon, our patient died —calmly, and with y 
more suffering than had existed for four or five weeks, 

Two days after, we were allowed to “examine only the 
stomach.” You know the prejudice, and as we asked only to 
open the stomach, after a long time we got the consent of 
friends, and particularly as the patient had requested it, the 
objections were removed. 

On going to the house with Dr. Geo. W. Brewster, I pr. 
dicted we should find gall stones in the gall bladder ; and traly 
it was so. The tumor we felt was the contents of the gall 
bladder, which, on being opened, I counted, and put in Dr, 
Dawson’s hands. One hundred and nine gall stones were 
taken from the gall bladder, and after the removal of the 
corpse, one more was found on the floor, making one hundred 
and ten. Again, no man could have placed them again in 
the bladder. They were of all imaginable shapes, from the 
size of a grain of corn to ten times that size ; filling, dovetail- 
ing, every space in the bladder; and one, the largest, in the 
duct, closing it so entirely as that it could neither be pressed 
forward nor backward. The duct, from the conjunction of the 
hepatic (?) duct with the duct from the bladder, and they form- 
ing the ductus communis choledochus, was open; and thus the 
bile, secreted as excreted, ran into the natural opening of the 
intestine. The stones were pearly white, soft, friable, and 
greasy to the feel. This number was remarkable, and the 
curving of their formation aud deposition, more remarkable. 
I have a number, and will send them if you desire. Had! 
all of them, I would forward for your cabinet, as a curiosity. 
There was also schirrus in pyloric orifice. 


After a correspondence with several prominent men in the 
profession, I deem it my duty to report the following case. 
In my own practice it was new, and I could find nothing in 
the various books similar to it; but still I feared it might be 
one of “Charley’s discoveries,” known to every body else. 
I thus communicated with distinguished professors; it was 
new to them. 
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I was called, on the morning of Dec. 7th, to see a Mrs. B., 
in our city. I was told by her husband that Dr. Boerstler had 
been with her all night; and, being very feeble and unwell, 
sought my assistance. She was the mother of six children ; 
had some trouble in previous labors, but never such as then 
existed. Dr. B. stated he was called the evening previously ; 
touched, but could not satisfactorily make out the presenta- 
tion; and, as the pains were slow, went to bed, desiring to be 
called when wanted. Was called at 2 A. M., and found the 
labor active, but no progress; one hand presenting, and nothing 
more. He, finding the hand very diminutive, indicating a 
premature birth, pulled —as he thought, very gently — and 
found the arm separated from the shoulder; and looking into 
the vessel, under the bed, I saw the arm of an immature child. 
Tne doctor was lying upon a couch, and, as the room was 
very cold, was covered with blankets. He requested me to 
make an examination, and to take charge of the case, as he 
was exhausted and ill. On introducing my hand, I found the 
os dilated ; I passed my entire hand to the middle of the uterus, 
and found a second arm presenting, so firmly girt about by an 
hour-glass contraction of the uterus as to preclude the passage 
ofafinger. The slightest traction on the hand, released it 
from the shoulder; and the space occupied by the arm was 
closed, as with a drawn string, and resisted dilatation. The 
patient was excited, cold, and restless; demanding immediate 
means Of relief from what she described as a pain such as a 
hot iron would be supposed to give at the seat of contraction. 
She had taken some brandy. Circulation feeble, and her 
importunities great for relief from this pain. I gave her a 
prompt anodyne of fluid extract Zr. opii, deodorata; sent for 
four ounces of fluid extract Belladonna ; injected over the 
uterus, hypodermically, a portion of the extract, and applied 
acloth, wet with the extract, over the entire abdomen; pinned 
up and covered the patient with blankets, got the room warm, 
and awaited results. Our patient slept soundly, three hours ; 
awakened refreshed, and commenced her importunity for 
relief. She was fully advised of the trouble, and as her stom- 
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ach was becoming irritable, it was decided to use additional 
Tr. opti, per enema; and as we were preparing the instry. 
ment, a violent pain came on, and on touching, the child; 
breech presented ; three pains completed the delivery of chili 
and secundines; the uterus contracted, and “she was as safe 
as if she was in church,” and had an unusually good “ ge. 
ting up.” 

This was evidently a case of hour-glass contraction in labor, 
preventing the expulsion of the child; and as such, was 
unique. So say my corrrespondents; but all have had occa. 
sional cases of such contraction, following labor, and retaining 
placenta ; — none such as this. 

The statement of our patient, an unusually intelligent and 
observing lady, was, that she did not come to the full period 
of gestation; and that for four or five months she felt as if 
there was a contraction or hardening of the uterus — a burn. 
ing, severe, constant pain, which no position would benefit, 
nor any anodynes entirely dispel; and she was prepared for 
some abnormal result in her labor; and, placing her fingers 
on the abdomen, clearly pointed out the place of the contrac. 
tion as the seat of her constant pain. 

Dr. Boustler has practiced more than half a century, hasa 
large obstetric practice, and never saw such a case; and in 
my own practice of rising thirty years, it never before occurred; 
and I give it as a rare case, and also to show the advantage of 
patience and trusting to nature, as a general rule. 

I used the Belladonna analogically: if it will dilate the 0s, 
why not dilate a spasm of circular fibres ? 
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TREATISE ON THE DisEaseEs or THE Eye, Including the Anat 
omy of the Organ. By Carl Stellwag von Carion, M.D, 
Professor of Ophthalmology in the Imperial Royal Univer- 
sity of Vienna. Translated from the 8rd German edition, 
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by E. 0. Hackley, M.D., Surgeon to the New York Eye 
Infirmary, etc.; and by D. B. St. John Roosa, M.D., Clin- 
ical Professor of Diseases of the Eye and Ear in Medical 
Department of the University of the City of New York, 
etc. New York: William Wood & Co., 61 Water street. 
1868. Pp. 774. For sale by Keen & Oo., Lake street, 


Chicago. 


The fact that the three editions of Prof. Stellwag’s work in 
the original have been received with so much praise by oph- 
thalmologists not only in Germany but also in other European 
countries, together with the fact that for so many years there 
has been no comprehensive work in English on diseases of the 
eye, must recommend this translation most emphatically to the 
profession, wherever our language is spoken. 

The general plan of the work, and the manner in which 
each subject has been discussed, present as little ground for 
criticism as we could expect in a similar work of any living 
author. 

The reader will find a sufficiently extended statement of all 
the facts contained in our older authorities, together with the 
important results given us by so many distinguished observ- 
ers, who have, more recently, devoted their life labor to the 
advance of ophthalmic science. 

We find each tissue of the eye and its appendages, made 
the subject of a separate chapter. The minute anatomy, 
physiology and abnormal changes of each tissue are carefully 
described, and illustrated, in due order, by numerous cuts. 
Each disease, its course, results, and treatment, are then fully 
described. 

We can give our readers, perhaps, no better conception of 
the whole work, than by presenting an abstract of the first 
section — that devoted to the cornea and its diseases. We 
first find a description of the anatomy, physiology, senile 
changes and nosology of the cornea. Then follows a descrip- 
tion of the symptoms, causes, course, result and treatment of 
the several forms of inflammation of the cornea. Pannus, 
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opacities, and staphyloma, as the effects of keratitis, is mage 
each the subject of a sub-section. 

There are separate sections, each similar in its general 
arrangement to the first, devoted to the iris, choroid (glau- 
coma, sympathetic ophthalmitis), vitreous humor, lens, retina, 
optic nerve, sclerotic, conjunctiva, lids, lachrymal apparatus 
orbit, tumors, artificial eyes, enucleation of the globe, muscles, 
refraction and “accommodation for vision at different dis. 
tances,” with their anomalies, and the functional (amaurotir 
diseases of the optic nerve. 

There is an introductory chapter on the treatment of dis 
eases of the eye. Each section closes with a list of authori. 
ties upon the subjects under discussion. 

In an appendix, we find a short chapter on the ophthalmo- 
scope and its uses, and a series of Jaeger’s test types. There 
is a copious alphabetical index of the whole work. 

The classification of diseases is exceedingly simple, and 
based upon the characteristic appearances shown by direct 
inspection, or revealed by the ophthalmoscope or post mortem 
(enucleation) examinations. The terminology is also simple; 
the whole work, from beginning to end, is as free from long 
Greek compound words, so profusely used by some of the 
older German ophthalmologists, as such a work at the present 
time well can be. 

A very important feature in the work, is the practical man- 
ner in which nearly every subject is treated. There is scarcely 
any discussion of theories. The author confines himself 
almost absolutely to the detail of the important and demon- 
strated facts regarding the anatomy, physiology, pathology 
and treatment of disease. 

The profession is certainly much indebted to Drs. Hackley 
and Roosa, for this excellent translation of a most valuable 
work, 

The publishers deserve great credit for the perfection of the 
mechanical execution. The numerous wood engravings and 
chromo-lithographs add much to the usefulness of the work. 


E. L. H. 
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A PracticaL TREATISE ON THE DiszAses Or Women. By 
T. Gamtarp Tuomas, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women and Children in the College of Physic- 
jans and Surgeons, New York; Physician to Bellevue Hos- 
pital, ete., ete. With two hundred and nineteen Illustra- 
tions. Philadelphia: Henry ©. Lea. 1868. Pp. 625. 


This book, published in the usual excellent style of the 
great Philadelphia house, is devoted exclusively to diseases 
of non-pregnant women — such affections as phlegmasia 
dolens, puerperal fever, mammitis, etc., not being discussed. 
The writer has for many years been in a position affording 
him peculiar advantages for observation ; and very considera- 
ble experience as a teacher has acquainted him fully with the 
wants of young practitioners. The work is concise and prac- 
tical, avoiding the discussion of unsettled questions, but giv- 
ing a judicious reswmé of known facts. Not the least inter- 
esting feature is its. brief historical sketches, which give a 
bird’s-eye view of the progress of the art, from early times. 


Attas oF VENEREAL Diszases. By A. Cutierrer, Surgeon 
to the Hopital du Midi, Member of the Surgical Society of 
Paris, Chevalier of the Légion D’Honneur, etc. Transla- 
ted from the French, with Notes and Additions, by Freeman 
J. Bumstead, M.D., Professor of Venereal Diseases in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, etc. With 
about 150 beautifully colored figures, on 26 plates. Phila- 
delphia: Henry C. Lea. 1868. Part I. To be completed 
in Five Parts. $3.00 each. 


A magnificent work —imperial quarto, in the best style of 
artistic execution. It arrived too late for further notice in the 
present number. 








EDITORIAL. 


In the course of a few days, those of our subscribers who 
are in arrears for Tue Joukrnat, will receive a notification of 
their indebtedness. They will confer a favor upon us, and 


save further annoyance, by remitting us promptly on receipt, 
It is much easier and pleasanter, to both publisher and sub. 
scriber, to conduct a publication upon a cash in advance basis, 


as it is far easier to pay upon the presentation of a bill than 

to suffer it to drag along. In the next number will be pub- 

lished a list of receipts for subscriptions since January. 
PUBLISHER, 


Clinical Lectures on Diseases of the Eye. 

Dr. E. L. Holmes will deliver two clinical lectures on dis. 
eases of the eye, each week during the spring, at the Chicago 
Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary. 

No more excellent opportunities in the North-west can be 
secured for the clinical study of the diagnosis and medical and 
surgical treatment of diseases of the eye, than at the Infirmary. 
During the past year, 656 patients were treated at this insti- 
tution. During the entire winter course of lectures, there 
were in daily attendance at least 36, and for a period of two 
months, 48 patients. 

Certificates of attendance will be given to physicians and 
students who attend the whole course. 


Mistaid. 


Some gentleman sent a letter,‘ few days since, with pot 
tal currency to balance, with back numbers of the Journal, 
for a copy of “ Medical Examinations for Life Insurance.” 
The book was wrapped to send him, but in the interim, no 
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more than half an hour, our correspondent’s letter, with his 
address, mysteriously disappeared. It is feared the colored 
gentleman who does the office fires, etc., is at the bottom of 
this, as of certain more public difficulties. Will our corres- 
pondent write again ? 

All mistakes at this office will be promptly and most cheer- 


fully rectified. 


yaa No more back numbers wanted. 


Philadelphia School of Examinations. 

We notice that our Philadelphia correspcndent, Dr. Hutch- 
ins, in connection with Drs. Allis and Townshend, has 
opened in that city a course of examinations upon the lectures 
delivered in the Jefferson College, commencing April 2nd 
ensuing. $30 per course. Office students (including exam- 
inations), $100. This is one of the practical methods of “ ele- 
vating the profession.” The gentlemen connected with the 
Spring Course of Rush Medical College are undertaking a 
similar work. The college sessions are long enough — let the 
interim every where be filled up by daily recitations and clin- 
ical teaching. 


Periodical Headache. 

Dr. L. G. A., in common with many others, wishes more 
light on the subject of periodical headaches, as connected with 
menstruation —one of the most annoying tribulations to 
which females in this latitude and longitude are subjected. 
The book writers say little about it, and practically seem to 
know less. We should like at least a dozen communications, 
of a practical character, on the subject. 


Memorandum 
For the information of persons desirous of entering the Medical Corps 
of the U. S. Army. 
[EXTRACTS FROM LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. ] 
Act or Conaress, Approved JunE 30, 1834. 
“Sec. 1. Be it enacted, ete., That from and after the passing of this Act, 
no person shall receive the appointment of Assistant Surgeon in the Army 
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of the United States, unless he shall have been examined and approved by 
an Army Medical Board, to consist of not less than three Surgeons or 
Assistant Surgeons, who shall be designated for that purpose by the Se. 
retary of War; and no person shall receive the appointment of Surgeon 
in the army of the United States, unless he shall have served at least fiyy 
years as an Assistant Surgeon, and unless, also, he shall have been exgy. 
ined by an Army Medical Board constituted as aforesaid.” 

Act oF ConeRreEss, Approved Juiy 28, 1866. 

“Src. 17. And be it further enacted, That the Medical Department of the 
Army shall hereafter consist of one Surgeon General * * * * (jp 
Assistant Surgeon General * * * * One Chief Medical Puryeyor 
and four Assistant Medical Purveyors * * * * Sixty. Surgeons, with 
the rank, pay and emoluments of Majors of Cavalry. One hundred anj 
fifty Assistant Surgeons, with the rank, pay and emoluments of First 
Lieutenants of Cavalry, for the first three years’ service, and with the 
rank, pay and emoluments of Captains of Cavalry after three year 
service.” * # # # 


All candidates for appointment in the Medical Corps, must apply to the 
Surgeon General, U. 8. Army, for an invitation to appear before the Medi- 
cal Examining Board. The application must be in the hand writing of 
the candidate, stating age and birthplace, and be accompanied by testi- 


monials from Professors of the College in which he graduated, or from 
other physicians of good repute. If the candidate has been in the Medical 
service of the Army during the war, the fact should be stated, together 
with his former rank, and time and place of service, and testimonials as to 
qualifications and character from officers with whom he has served should 
also be forwarded. 

Candidates must be graduates of some regular Medical College, proof of 
which must be submitted to the Board before examination, and must be 
between 21 and 30 years of age. 

The morals, habits, anf physical and mental qualifications of each candi- 
date will be subjects for careful examination by the Board, and a favorable 
report will not be made in any case in which there is a reasonable doubt. 

The following will be the general plan of examination : 

1. A short essay, either autobiographical or upon some professional sub- 
ject — to be indicated by the Board. 

2. Physical examination. ‘This will be rigid, and each candidate will be 
required to certify “ that he labors under no mental or physical infirmity, nor 
disability of any kind, which can in any way interfere with the most efficient 
discharge of his duties in any climate.” 

3. Examination as to general aptitude and education. 

4, Written examination on anatomy, physiology, hygiene, surgery, and 
practice of medicine. 

5. Oral examination on each of the above mentioned subjects, and also 
on obstetrics, general pathology, chemistry, toxicology, medical jurispru- 
dence and materia medica. 
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6. Clinical examination, medical and surgical, at a hospital. 

7. Performance of surgical operations on the cadaver. 

The Board will deviate from this general plan whenever necessary, in 
such manner as they deem best to secure the interests of the service. 

The Board will report the merits of the candidates in the several 
branches of the examination, and their relative merit in the whole, accord- 

ing to which, if vacancies occur within two years thereafter, the approved 
candidates will receive appointments and take rank in the Medical Corps. 

An applicant failing at one examination, may be allowed a second after 
one year, but not a third. 

No allowance will be made for the expenses of persons undergoing 
examination, as this is an indispensable prerequisite to appointment, but 
those who are approved and receive appointments will be entitled to trans- 
portation on their obeying their first order. 

If the result of the examination of a candidate be satisfactory, he will be 
offered a contract for duty as Acting Assistant Surgeon until such time as 
he can be appointed or commissioned as Assistant Surgeon. 

The pay and emoluments of Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons are shown 
by the following table : 
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In addition to the above, Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons are allowed 
an additional ration per day, after the termination of every five years 
service, 

Quarters and fuel, or commutation therefor, are also furnished to medical 
officers. 

The number of vacancies now existing in the Medical Corps of the 
Amy is thirty-nine. [Vide advertising pages.] 

JOS. K. BARNES, 


Surgeon General, U. 8. Army. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
SuRGKON GeNgRAL’s Orricr, 
January 1, 1868. 
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Blanching of the Hair. 

A paper read before the Royal Society, London, by Mr, 
Erasmus Wilson, has thrown new light on the question as ty 
what causes the sudden whitening of the hair, often produced 
by fright or profound grief. He cites a case in which the hair 
was colored white and brown alternately from end to end, 
The white segments were about one-half the length of the 
brown, and the two together measured about one-third of a 
line. Under the microscope, the colors were reversed, and it 
was obvious that the opacity of the white portion was due to 
a vast accumulation of air globules packed closely together in 
the fibrous structure of the hair, as the medulla. There was 
no absence of pigment, but the accumulation of air globule 
veiled and obscured the normal color and structure. Mr. 
Wilson suggested the possibility of the brown portion being 
the day growth, and the white portion the night growth. He 
also said, in reference to the sudden blanching of the whole 
hair, of which there were many cases on record, that during 
the prevalence of a violent nervous shock the normal fluids 
of the hair might be drawn inward toward the body, in unison 
with the generally contracted and collapsed state of the sur- 
face; and that the vacuities left by this process of exhaustion 
might be suddenly filled with atmospheric air. Arn interesting 
discussion followed the reading of the paper. Dr. Sharkey 
alluded to a recent case of sudden blanching of the hair 
reported by Dr. Landois, of Griefswald, in Virchow’s Archi, 
which was ascertained to be the result of an accumulation of 
air globules in the fibrous substance of the hair. 


Chemistry in Medical Jurisprudence. 
A man was tried for murder in the city of Dublin. The 
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poison used, as charged, was Hydrocyanic acid, Prussic acid. 
The prosecution had all its own way, until the last moment, 
and the judge was charging the jury adversely to the prisoner. 
Christison, who was employed by the defence, had not arrived, 
in consequence of adverse winds delaying him on his passage 
from England to Ireland. This was before steamboats were 
known. At the critical moment we speak of, the toxicologist 
made his appearance in court. The judge, as a matter of jus- 
tice to a man whose life was so critically and fearfully jeopar- 
dized, permitted the case to be reopened for the defence. 

“ My Lord,” demanded Christison, “I respectfully request 
that you will place a portion of the saliva from your mouth 
on this plate.” 

His Lordship did as requested. Christison applied his tests 
to the saliva, and exhibited to the astonished judge, counsel 
and jury, precisely the exact results as the tests used by the 
experts for the prosecution in proving the presence of the poi- 
son in the supposed murdered person ! 


On the Production of Sexes. 

M. Coste has been led to doubt the truth of the hypothesis 
propounded by M. Thury, which supposes that every egg 
passes, during the period of its maturation, through two suc- 
cessive but continuous phases, during each of which it has a 
different sexual character. If fecundated in the first half, it 
would be a female; if in the latter,a male. From experi- 
ments on fowls, the author shows that the sexes are produced 
indifferently from eggs taken at the beginning, middle, or end 
of the laying. With regard to rabbits, M. Coste finds the same 
irregular results; in fact, altogether a larger number of males 
were born at the commencement of maturation. M. Thury’s 
law is therefore not applicable to such mammals or to birds. 
The author is continuing his experiments to determine whether 
it holds good even in the bovine mammals, which M. Thury 
made the subject of his investigation. 
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A Simple Method of Protecting Water from th 

Action of Lead Pipe. ' 

Dingler’s Polytechnisches Journal publishes a simple method, 
brought forward by Dr. Schwarz, of Breslau, for preventing 
the poisonous influence of lead pipes on water, by forming 
on the inside surface of the pipes an insoluble sulphuret of 
lead, which has proved so effective, that, after simple distill. 
tion, no trace of lead can be detected in water which ha 
remained in the pipes for a long time. The operation, which 
is a very simple one, consists in filling the pipes with a warm 
and concentrated solution of Sulphuret of potassium or sodium, 
The solution is left in contact with the lead for about fifteen 
minutes. Commonly, a solution of Sulphur in Caustic soda 
will answer the purpose, and produce practically the same 
results. It is known that Sulphuret of lead is the most insdl- 
uble of all compounds of lead, and nature itself presents an 
example which justifies the theory of Dr. Schwarz, since 
water extracted from the mine of Galena does not contain 
lead, a fact which has occasioned surprise. 


Neuralgia Mixture. 


Take Quinia, two drachms; tincture Aconite, two drachms; 
tincture Gelsemin, one drachm ; Ferri prussiate, two drachms; 
neutralizing mixture, twelve ounces; simple syrup, twenty- 
rai ounces. Mix. Dose, a teaspoonful every two or three 

ours. 


To Remove Freckles. 


A French Jotirnal recommends the following: Take Map- 
thaline, ten parts; Biphenate of soda, one part; tincture of 
benzoin, cologne, each two thousand parts. Mix. A table 
spoonful of this is to be added to a glass of cold water, four 
to eight fluid ounces, and the face then bathed with it every 
night and morning. 


Ulceration of the Tonsils. 


Dr. G. W. Champ recommends the following wash as most 
effectual in ulceration of the tonsils, or apthons affections of 
the mouth: Take pulv. Sulphate of zine and Chlorate of pot 
ash, of each, two drachms ; strong sage tea, half a pint. Mix. 
Gargle the throat frequently. 





